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Buck Buell 

President's message 

Since I took up the job of president in April, the summer 

has flown by fast. What we’ve accomplished so far is kind 

of impressive, and I credit the board members. They’ve 

been working on creative solutions to a trail problem near 

Coal Lake, they set up online membership registration and 

renewal (amazing how few people write cheques any 

more), moved our entire photo archive (over 8000 pictures) 

to Flickr, and much more. 

The number of people coming out to hikes has gone up, and that’s in large part 

due to our hike schedule now being posted on the Edmonton Hikers meetup 

group. We’re also seeing more people from Camrose, Wetaskiwin, and other ar-

eas. More new people, more fun hiking. 

Trail maintenance. I can’t say enough about how grateful we are that some of you 

were thinking of us when you were tearing out your old decks. All that lumber 

you donated is going into building and repairing boardwalks on the trail. 

If you’re on Facebook, go to our page and hit “Like.” Then our updates will ap-

pear in your Facebook feed. We try to post something new every week. And if 

you have an idea for an article or would like to see a topic covered, send us a mes-

sage on the website. Or post a comment on the Facebook page. 

Are you a fairly organized person? Are you comfortable with numbers? We’re 

looking for a treasurer who can assist to the end of the year and be willing to 

carry on the next year. You’ll get training and lots of support. See the notice in-

side this newsletter for contact information. 

Here’s hoping we continue to have fall weather that is just as hiker-friendly and 

trail maintenance-friendly as we had this spring. 

Buck Buell 
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Waskahegan members are eligible to receive 10% off any regular priced 

merchandise bought at Camper’s Village on 170 Street or at 32nd Avenue 

and Calgary Trail and also at Track ‘n Trail, 10148–82 Avenue.  To obtain 

the discount you must show your current membership card. 

MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT  

Sample 

Treasurer Position Open 
Are you a fairly organized person? Are you comfortable with numbers? We’re looking for a treasurer who can help 

our interim treasurer to the end of the term and be willing to carry forward for the next year.  

Having your own PC, Mac, or tablet is an asset, but it’s not necessary. Our accounting software is online, so you 

don’t have to install anything on your computer.  

Experience is NOT required. You’ll get training and lots of support. (Of course, we’re just as happy if you have ex-

perience.) 

Call Lee Stickles at 780-487-0645 or email lee.stickles@shaw.ca to find out more.  

P.S. If you have ever wanted to add “bookkeeping experience” to your resume, or qualify for a treasurer position on 

another board, here’s your chance. There’s no better way to get useful knowledge and skills for free. 

The biggest (and easiest) fundraising event for the next five 
years 
We’re having our casino event on February 4 and 5, 2017. We didn’t think our event would come up until next 
summer, but we got in on a cancellation. Yay! 

You probably know how much we depend on funding from casinos to pay for our trail maintenance expenses. The last 
time we had a casino was 7 years ago, in 2009. By the end of next year, the coffers will be empty.  

Why is this the biggest and easiest event?  Because it only takes two days and we earn enough to keep us going for 
several years. Any other kind of (legal) fundraising would take thousands of hours of volunteer time and thousands in 
donations on an ongoing basis to generate what we need.  

We have had a great response to the email we sent requesting your help. But we could still use a few more volunteers 
to fill in some gaps and to have a backup list.  

The casino takes place at the Palace Casino at West Edmonton Mall. Shifts are daytime (9 am -5 pm), afternoon (1 pm 
- 8:30 pm), or evening (8 pm - 3 am). The count room shift is 11 pm - 3:30 am. 

If you haven’t volunteered yet, but would like to, send an email to joanne.burek@shaw.ca.  

mailto:lee.stickles@shaw.ca
mailto:joanne.burek@shaw.ca
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Have you hiked a few or all of our scheduled hikes? Did you enjoy where 
you hiked? Would you like a memento? Would you like to tell the world (or 
just your friends) all about “The Waskahegans”? The "Year of Hiking" DVD 
for 2015 is in the works. In the meantime, you can purchase DVDs from 
2010 to 2014.  

The cost for the DVD is $5, plus an additional $6 if you want it mailed. Addi-
tional DVDs purchased on the same order are $2 each.  Please contact 
JoAnne Burek at 780-487-0645 or Sandra Carruthers at 780-467-9572, or 
mail a request to Waskahegan Trail Association, P.O. Box 131, Edmonton 
AB T5J 2G9, enclosing a cheque payable to "Waskahegan Trail Associa-
tion." 

A year of hiking on DVD 

 

Our photo collection has a new home 
You may be familiar with our photo archive at the old Photo Gallery website. With over 8000 pho-
tos going back to 2007, it's a great resource and record of our hiking, trail maintenance, and Be-

yond event activities. 

As part of the ongoing modernization of our online presence we have moved the whole photo ar-
chive to Flickr, the popular photo-sharing service used by amateurs and professionals alike. Flickr 
has all the organization capabilities that the old website had, plus features for searching, sharing, 

following, and integration with social media.  

You can find us at Flickr.com under our Flickr name "Photo WTA" or "Waskahegan Trail Associa-
tion", or you at this link: https://www.flickr.com/photos/waskahegan_trail_association/

collections. 

In Memoriam: Ben Duchminski 

One of our long time honorary members, Ben 
Duchminski, passed away last September. We just heard 
about it last month. He was 83 years old. 

You may remember Ben as a hike leader and a board 
member. He was also very active in the Skyline Hikers, 
Edmonton Chapter.  

Ben is survived by his wife Jeanne and sons Dennis and 
Alan. 

 

[Picture: Ben Duchminski is on the far right] 

 

tel:780-487-0645
tel:780-467-9572
https://www.flickr.com/photos/waskahegan_trail_association/collections
https://www.flickr.com/photos/waskahegan_trail_association/collections
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Trail Maintenance News – Karen Bell 

 

It has been a busy season so far. We purchased a new secondhand trailer and sold the smaller one. People have been so generous with 
many donations of wood, shingles, equipment and help and access to the trail from landowners. 

We have built and improved many boardwalks & bridges at Coal Lake, Kopp Lake, Miquelon, South of Ministik, Saunders Lake, Ross 
Creek and the Battle River. 

Maintenance volunteers are the best! Contact Karen at karenb32@telus.net 

Predator at Ministik   

Battle River  

Coal Lake 

Coal Lake 

mailto:karenb32@telus.net
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Miquelon  

Saunders Lake  

Welcome New Members 

 
Ryan Mennear 
Daylan Wizniuk 
Leah Coumont 
Donna Cissell 
Anthony Coop 

Heather Shankowsky 
Richard Bobier 

Mark Boyce 
Debbie Delancey 

John & Odette Haines 
Terri Kemball 

Wayne McNamara 
Anita Piebiak 
Art Van Loo 
Adam Brown 

Roy Yee 
Michael Dub 

Robert Jaqadzinski 
Thomas Lo / Vivian Szeto 

Gilles Richard 
Ralph Witten 

Terry Yez 
 
 

Honorary Member 

 
Ben Duchminski Passed 2015 
 
 

Donations 

 
Terry Elrod 
Debbie Delancey 
Anna Harder 
Stan Skirrow 
Dave Chapman 
Wetaskiwin Volkssport Walkers 
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2016 – 2017 Hikes  
Below are the hikes planned for November 2016 – April 2017. There are two Saturday hikes in the sched-

ule—February 25 and March 25.  

Cold weather: if the daily high is forecasted to be colder than -20, it is highly likely the hike will be cancelled. 

If you have any questions, check the website or send an e-mail using the contact form on the website. 

Any of these hikes are subject to change. Always check the website for the most current information 

(www.waskahegantrail.ca), or call the hike leader.  

Departure Time is 10 a.m. (except April 23rd) 

For all hikes in the schedule below, except April 23rd, we depart from the meeting place at 10:00 a.m. We rec-

ommend you get to the meeting place by 9:45 to allow time for signing in.  

Starting with the April 23rd hike, departure is 9:00 a.m. from the meeting point. We recommend that you get 

there at 8:45. 

 

Note: Nov 6th the time changes from MDT to MST and Mar 12th it changes from MST to MDT 

Meeting Places 

Superstore Calgary Trail – 51st Ave and Calgary Trail, NW corner of parking lot 

McDonalds 87 Ave/149 St – 14920 - 87 Ave. 

McDonalds 23 Ave/111 St – 11007 – 23 Ave. 

McDonalds Riverbend – 494 Riverbend Square  

(Rabbit Hill Road between Riverbend Road and Terwillegar Road) 

*Country hikes: car pool passengers please bring $5.00  

Date Destination Meeting Place Leader Phone 

Sun. Nov 6 Waskahegan Staging Area to Superstore Calgary Trail Kirsten N. 780-263-0703 

Sun. Nov 20 Whitemud Creek Nature Reserve to McD -  23 Ave/111 St Johanna F. 780-428-8561 

Sun. Dec 4 Devon Ravine Trails* McD -  87 Ave/149 St Helen W. 780-468-4331 

Sun. Dec 11 
Ministik Bird Sanctuary and Oliver 
Lake* Superstore Calgary Trail Gladys V. 780-941-2459 

Sun. Jan 15 Elk Island – Shirley Lake Trail (from Superstore Calgary Trail JoAnne/Lee 780-487-0645 

Sun. Jan 29 Blackfoot Lake Staging in Blackfoot Superstore Calgary Trail Irene M. 780-679-2218 

Sun. Feb 12 Whitemud Park to Hawrelak Park McD -  87 Ave/149 St JoAnne/Lee 780-487-0645 

Sat. Feb 25 Snow Valley to John Janzen Nature Superstore Calgary Trail Johanna F. 780-428-8561 

Sun. Mar 12 Patricia Heights Ravine to Fort Ed- McD -  87 Ave/149 St JoAnne/Lee 780-487-0645 

Sat. Mar 25 
Terwillegar Park (New Footbridge & 

McD Riverbend Karen B. 780-642-6372 

Sun. Apr 9 Elk Island -  Shirley Lake Trail (from Superstore Calgary Trail David M. 780-434-2675 

Sun. Apr 23 Battle River Rest & Be Thankful Hill* Superstore Calgary Trail Elizabeth B. 780-672-2873 

http://www.waskahegantrail.ca
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Is your membership expiring in February 2017? You can now pay with your credit card or PayPal by going to 
waskahegantrail.ca/membership. 
Or if you prefer, you can pay by cheque by mailing it with this form: 

http://waskahegantrail.ca/membership

